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NOTES 37 


NOTES 


Readers are invited to participate in this department by 
using it as a clearing house for folklore information of all 
kinds, to report variants of stories or songs or other material 
given in preceding issues, or to discover from other readers 
variants of unpublished lore that has been collected or re- 
membered. | 


DEVIL STORIES FROM LAS VEGAS, NEW MEXICO 
By ALICE J. HARMEYER 


The following stories were contributed by pupils of my 
8B and 7C English classes when we spent a week reading, 
gathering, telling, and writing folklore. 


1. The Baby Devil 
A. 


Written by Sammy Rains, 8B, who heard the story from 
his grandmother. 


Mr. Sena and his wife had always wanted a baby, but they 
had never had one. It happened that one night Mr. Sena was 
going home from the dance when he heard a baby crying. He 
looked all around and saw a basket with a baby in it. He 
picked it up and thought he would take it home. When he 
had traveled down the road for a little while—he was think- 
ing how happy his wife would be—when all of a sudden the 
baby began to talk, and it said, “Look, Father, I already have 
teeth and nails,” and it showed him great, big, sharp teeth 
and great big nails. Mr. Sena shouted out, “The Devil,” and 
he dropped the basket and shouted, “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,” 
and the baby vanished. He made his horse run as fast as he 
could, and when he got home he fainted. 


1. The Baby Devil 
B. 
Dictated by Adolpho Mais, 7C. 


A man who lived in Old Town (Las Vegas) was coming 
from work. He and his wife wanted a baby but didn’t have 
any. A man put a baby beside a car and rode away fast. The 
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other man ran to get it. He carried it in his arms. The baby 
grew very fast and was soon too heavy to carry. Finally the 
baby spoke up, “Look, Father, I already have teeth and nails.” 
The man cried, “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,” and the baby 
vanished. 

(This seems more like the changeling (fairy child) story than a 
devil story, but it is easy to see how the two could be interchanged. 
See Motif F 3821.1.2.1 Changeling has abnormal features or growth. 
Limbs grow too rapidly. G 303.16.4.4 One saved from devil by prayer 
to Virgin.—The Editor.) 


2. The Devil’s Awful Night 
A. 
Contributed by Adolpho Mais, 7C, who heard it from his 
mother. — 


One night a girl was crying because she could not go to 
the dance. And the girl said, “I am going, even if it’s with 
the devil.” So after a little while a good-looking man came 
and knocked at their door, and her mother answered it, and 
the man said, “Can your girl go with me to the dance?” And 
he was looking at her mother as if he was going to kill her. 
‘‘All right,” she said, “but be sure to bring her back by twelve 
o’clock.” He said yes, so off they went, and the girl was very 
happy. When they got there, this man did not let any other 
man dance with her, only him. So it got to be twelve midnight, 
and the girl said, “Let’s go”; and the man said no. ‘“‘Let’s go,” 
she said again. “All right,” said the man, and he had a good- 
looking car. When he started to step on the starter, the girl 
recognized he had sort of hairs at the back of his feet and she 
got scared. So when they got there she said, ‘Open the door 
of the car.” “No,” he said. Then the girl screamed and he 
scratched her. Her mother opened the door of the house and 
saw her laying on the street, dead. That’s why the people 
called that night The Devil’s Night. 

(G 303.4.5.3.1. Devil detected by his hoofs.) 


2. The Devil’s Night 
B. 


Contributed by Beatrice Padilla, 8B, who heard it from 
her uncle who heard it from her grandfather. 
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There was a dance in the nearby town and this girl wanted 
to go but her mother said no. When everybody was in bed 
the girl got up and went out the window. 

At the dance there came a very handsome man and he 
could dance very good; but one thing he had done was to take 
all of the kids out of the room. One little boy was asleep 
under a bench and was missed. The dance was gay, and the 
handsome man and the girl were dancing when the little boy 
awoke and saw that the man had two claws on his heels. The 
little boy said, “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,” and there was a 
loud boom, and the man disappeared and the girl fainted. 
When they went over to the girl, she was all scratched and 
bleeding. The girl got well, but she never went to the dance 
again. 


2. The Devil’s Night 
C. 
Contributed by Fabiola Tapia. 


There was a girl who was sitting by the fireplace crying. 
‘Her mother was sewing. She told her to get some corn from 
the shack. She went and she met a real handsome boy. He 
asked her if she would go to the dance hall with him. She 
couldn’t say no because he was very handsome. She told him, 
“Wait until I take this corn home.’ The boy said, “OK, I will 
wait for you here.” She took the corn home and told her 
mother that she remembered she had to go shopping for a few 
things. The boy and her went to the dance hall. They liked 
each other and then they married that night. The boy told 
her to stay at the house all day long. The next night he told 
her he would tell her his name. When he told her, she was 
startled. It was the devil. The devil made her promise she 
would not leave the house at all. That same day she told her 
mother about it. Her mother told her what to do. She told 
her to say “Jesus, Mary, and Joseph,” and to put holy water 
on him. When she went home the devil was there. He asked 
her where she had gone. She said that she went shopping. 
He disappeared then, and she went home very happy. She 
did not go out again. 

(G 303.4.4. Devil has claws. G 303.1.16.7. Devil is chased by holy 
water. G 303.16.2.2. One saved from devil by prayer to Virgin. G 3038.6.3.4. 
Devil appears in an intense light and with strong odor of sulphur.) 

Las Vegas, New Mexico 


This content downloaded from 62.122.79.37 on Tue, 10 Jun 2014 19:38:14 PM 
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions 


